
DECEMBER 23 • WHEN GOD MADE HIMSELF NOTHING 
 
Read aloud Philippians 2:1-11 

2:1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

 

Devotional Thoughts 

Paul writes to believers, persons who have been granted the right to become 
children of God, and encourages them in their walk with Jesus, the Anointed 
One, the Christ, the promised King. He describes the wonderful things we have 
because of Jesus. We have encouragement, loving comfort, we share in God’s 
Spirit (who lives in us), we know warm affection and sympathy from fellow 
believers. Paul calls us to fully enjoy these gifts by striving together for loving 
unity in Jesus. We can now reject rivalry, conceit. We can raise each other up in 
humility. Our example is Jesus himself, our Lord and Redeemer. 

He is fully God, but did not consider his full divinity as a privilege to cling to 
greedily. He was willing to set it aside, to make himself insignificant, to become a 
servant, a human being. Not only did Jesus humble himself by accepting human 
form, but as a human being he rejected a life of ease and luxury. He was obedient 
to God the Father to the point of dying on a Roman cross. 

Because God the Son was humble, because he divested himself of his divine 
privilege for us, because he was obedient to the loving Father who saw our plight 
and chose to send His Son to redeem us, because he shed his blood on the cross 
and bore the punishment for our sins, God the Father raised him up from the 
grave and restored to him all power and glory and honor. He has been granted 
the Name above all names. At the name of Jesus, every knee in all creation will 
one day bow. Every tongue will confess that he is the Anointed One, God’s Christ, 
that he is Lord of all. We are called to follow the same path of humility and 
sacrifice to join our Lord Jesus in his glory. 

As you pray, meditate on all that Jesus had to give up, and all that he had to 
endure and suffer to make your redemption possible. Remember that he calls you 
to the same kind of life. 


